
[bookmark: little-eagles-learning-center]🦅 Little Eagles Learning Center
Parent Handbook

[bookmark: welcome-to-little-eagles]🌼 Welcome to Little Eagles
At Little Eagles Learning Center, we provide a safe, nurturing, and engaging environment where children grow socially, emotionally, and academically.
Our program is designed with warmth, care, and a love for learning, helping each child spread their wings with confidence.

[bookmark: program-overview]Program Overview
· Open Monday–Friday, 7:00 AM – 5:00 PM

· Follows the St. Johns County School District calendar

· Ages served: 1–5 years (including VPK)

[bookmark: our-philosophy]Our Philosophy
We believe children learn best through play, exploration, and meaningful relationships. Our goal is to support the whole child while preparing them for kindergarten and beyond.

[bookmark: curriculum]Curriculum
We provide a fun, play-based curriculum including:
[bookmark: creative-curriculum-all-classrooms]Creative Curriculum (All Classrooms)
· Hands-on, child-centered learning

· Builds independence and problem-solving

· Supports social, emotional, and cognitive growth
[bookmark: wilson-fundations-vpk]Wilson Fundations (VPK)
· Strong foundation in phonics and early literacy

· Supports reading and writing readiness
[bookmark: school-readiness-focus]School Readiness Focus
· Enhancing social and educational skills

· Preparing children for kindergarten

· Incorporating STEAM learning opportunities

[bookmark: classroom-structure-ratios-dcf-aligned]Classroom Structure & Ratios (DCF Aligned)
[bookmark: year-old-classroom]1–2 Year Old Classroom
· Focus: sensory play, routines, early language

· Ratio: 1 teacher : 6 children
[bookmark: year-old-classroom-1]2–3 Year Old Classroom
· Focus: social skills, independence, early learning

· Ratio: 1 teacher : 11 children
[bookmark: year-old-pre-k]3–4 Year Old (Pre-K)
· Focus: school readiness, structure, communication

· Ratio: 1 teacher : 15 children
[bookmark: vpk-45-years]VPK (4–5 Years)
· Focus: kindergarten readiness, literacy, math

· Ratio: 1 teacher : 20 children (or per VPK standards)

[bookmark: staff-qualifications]Staff Qualifications
· CDA credentials, Early Childhood certifications, and/or Bachelor’s degrees

· All staff are First Aid & CPR certified

· Meet all DCF training and background screening requirements

[bookmark: health-illness-policy]Health & Illness Policy
Children must be free from contagious illness to attend.
Exclude for: - Fever (100.4°F+) within 24 hours
- Vomiting/diarrhea within 24 hours
- Persistent green/yellow discharge with symptoms
- Unidentified rashes
Doctor clearance may be required.

[bookmark: hygiene-sanitation]Hygiene & Sanitation
· Frequent handwashing required

· Daily cleaning and disinfecting

· DCF-compliant diapering procedures

[bookmark: nutrition]Nutrition
· Parents provide healthy lunches and snacks daily

· Allergies strictly followed

[bookmark: potty-training]Potty Training
· Collaborative process between home and school

· Encouraged at regular intervals

· Positive reinforcement used

· No punishment for accidents

· Parents provide extra clothing

[bookmark: safety-security]Safety & Security
· Secure facility

· Authorized pick-up only (ID required)

· Daily safety checks

[bookmark: discipline-policy]Discipline Policy
· Positive guidance approach

· Redirection and encouragement

· No corporal punishment

[bookmark: emergency-procedures]Emergency Procedures
· Monthly fire drills

· Emergency plans posted

· Staff trained in First Aid & CPR

[bookmark: incident-reporting]Incident Reporting
· Documented same day

· Parents notified

· Serious incidents reported to DCF

[bookmark: attendance]Attendance
· Daily sign-in/out required

· Accurate records maintained

[bookmark: outdoor-play]Outdoor Play
· Daily outdoor play (weather permitting)

· Equipment inspected regularly

[bookmark: parent-communication]Parent Communication
We value strong communication with families.
Parents will be informed of: - Illness outbreaks
- Incidents
- Behavioral concerns

[bookmark: confidentiality]Confidentiality
All child and family information is kept confidential.

[bookmark: parent-agreement]Parent Agreement
By enrolling your child at Little Eagles Learning Center, you agree to:
· Follow all center policies and procedures

· Keep your child home when ill

· Provide healthy meals and required supplies

· Maintain up-to-date emergency contacts

· Communicate respectfully with staff

· Support your child’s learning and development

[bookmark: parentguardian-signature-page]
[bookmark: visual-daily-schedule-quick-view]Visual Daily Schedule (Quick View)
Morning 🌞
Arrival → Free Play → Snack → Circle Time → Learning Activities
Midday 🍎
Outdoor Play → Lunch → Rest/Nap Time
Afternoon 🌤️
Snack → Small Groups/Play → Outdoor Play → Departure

[bookmark: what-to-bring-each-day]What to Bring Each Day ✅
Please ensure your child has the following: - Healthy lunch and snacks (no glass containers)
- Water bottle (labeled)
- Change of clothes (2–3 sets for younger children)
- Diapers/pull-ups and wipes (if applicable)
- Nap items (small blanket/sheet if required)
- Closed-toe shoes for safety
[bookmark: optional]Optional:
· Sunscreen (if permitted)

· Comfort item for rest time
All items must be clearly labeled with your child’s name.

[bookmark: sick-policy-quick-reference]Sick Policy Quick Reference 🚨
Keep your child home if they have: - Fever (100.4°F+) in the last 24 hours
- Vomiting or diarrhea in the last 24 hours
- Persistent cough with green/yellow discharge
- Unusual rash or signs of contagious illness
Return to school when: - Fever-free for 24 hours (without medication)
- Symptoms have improved
- Doctor’s note provided if required
💡 If unsure, please consult your pediatrician before returning.


